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National Audubon Mounts 
Campaign for Endangered 
Species Act 


Although the Endangered Species 
Act has weathered three reauthoriza- 
tions in its 20-year history, the land- 
mark law now faces its stiffest test yet. 
It has become the center of a conten- 
tious debate over whether this country 
should move forward with species pro- 
tection or retreat to the days of environ- 
mental neglect. 

The Act is up for reauthorization in 
September, but most parties involved 
in the debate expect the process to ex- 
tend well into 1993. Competing legis- 
lation to strengthen or weaken the act 
has been introduced in both chambers 
of Congress. 

Most Americans sup- 
port protection for en- 
dangered species. In 
fact, a recent poll com- 
missioned by Audubon 
and The Nature Conser- 
vancy found that 66 per- 
cent of voters support 
the Endangered Species 
Act and 40 percent sup- 
port it “strongly.” 
Nearly half (48 percent) say “‘their 
sympathies usually lie more with pro- 
tecting wildlife than with protecting 
jobs,” according to the findings. 

Audubon hopes to tap that public 
goodwill. Unveiling its newest high- 
priority campaign—to defend and 
strengthen the Endangered Species 
Act—Audubon has undertaken the 
task of converting potentially hundreds 
of thousands of concemed citizens into 
ESA activists. 


The campaign recently got under 
way at the Audubon Convention in 
Washington, D.C. from June 13 to 19. 
The convention theme, “Act for 
Wildlife in °92: Endangered Species 
Need You,” was backed up by a host of 
activities aimed at educating members 
about the ESA and the political pres- 
sures against it. 

In addition, Audubon has begun an 
all-out media and public education cru- 
sade on the issue. This campaign in- 
cludes Project Ark—special 
community-based environmental study 
groups in six regions of the country, 
high-powered ads, and outreach materi- 
als. 

Individual members can get in- 
volved by writing to the Audubon 


Activist, National Audubon Society, 
Box AA, 950 Third Ave., New York, 
NY 10022. Outreach materials include 
a video on saving endangered species 


and an endangered species toolkit. 


You can also sign up to be a part of 
Audubon’s Endangered Species Cam- 
paign and receive updates and informa- 
tion on the campaign, free of charge. 
For more detailed information, contact 
Cliff Ochs, vice-president for conserva- 
tion, at 776-7981. 


If you are not yet a part of the 
Audubon Activist network, you may 
join the more than 100,000 Audubon 
members who are making a difference 
for wildlife, wetlands, forests, endan- 
gered species, and more. You must be 
an Audubon member and make a 
pledge to write at least two letters and 
make at least two phone calls a year on 
behalf of environmental issues. Again, 
contact Audubon Activist through the 
address listed above. 

(Information taken from Audubon 
Activist, May 1992, from articles by 
Dan Dagget and Kimberlee McDon- 
ald.) 


St. Louis Zoo Hosts 
Endangered Special Day 
by Mary Lou Miller 


As part of the Endangered Species 
Act reauthorization campaign, the Na- 
tional Audubon Society and the Ameri- 
can Association of Zoological Parks 
and Aquariums will jointly hold an En- 
dangered Special Day at 17 of 73 
United States AAZPA member zoos. 

The St. Louis Zoo is one of the 17 
zoos, and our St. Louis Audubon Soci- 
ety was a part of this day. We were 
present at the Living World entrance to 
the St. Louis Zoo on June 6 from 10 
am to 3 pm, distributing information 
on endangered species and assisting 
those who wished to contact their rep- 
resentatives regarding House Bill 4045. 

This was a great opportunity for the 
St. Louis Audubon Society to work 
jointly with the St. Louis Zoo on an is- 
sue of mutual concern and importance. 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


Second Sunday 
Open House and Programs 


Sunday, June 14 — Open House at 


Education Center from 11 am to end of 
program. Program at 1:30 pm by Rich 
Thoma from the WGNSS entomology 
group will be for “children of all 
ages.” Rich will provide insects and 
show how they should be mounted and 
labeled, with help from available field 
guides. Everyone attending will go 
home with at least one mounted insect. 


Sunday, July 12 — Open House at 
Education Center from 11 am to 3 pm. 
Program at 1 pm by Larry Morrison 
will be a slide show of Missouri sum- 
mer wildflowers, developed by the 
Missouri Native Plant Society for the 
Missouri Botanical Garden Education 
Dept. These slides and others on 
spring and fall wildflowers may be bor- 
rowed from the Botanical Garden’s Re- 
source Center. 


Sunday, August 9 — Open House at 
Education Center from 11 am to 3 pm. 
Program at 1 pm will feature some of 
the National Audubon Society videos. 


Sunday, September 13 — Open House 


at Education Center from 11 am to 3 
pm. Program at 1 pm by James 
Traeger of the Arboretum will feature 
slides and live ant colonies. 


Special Events 


Thursday, June 25 — “Endangered 
Species” program by Jim Wilson, MO 
Conservation Dept., sponsored by the 
Sierra Club. Program, free and open 
to the public, is from 8:15 to 9 pm at 
Litzsinger School, 10094 Litzsinger 
Rd., in Frontenac. 


Thursday, July 23 — “Trails for St. 
Louisans” program by Dick Vieth, 
Gateway Trailnet, Inc., sponsored by 
the Sierra Club. Program, free and 
open to the public, is from 8:15 to 9 

pm at Litzsinger School, 10094 Litzsin- 
ger Rd., in Frontenac. 


Saturday, August 22 — 25th Annual 
Operation Clean Stream on the Mera- 
mec River. Interested volunteers 
should contact Jerry Castillon at 391- 
7586. 


Fall Symposiums 


September — Green Waste Manage- 
ment, presented late in the second 
weck of September and organized by 
Ron Darling. This symposium will 
cover how to have a low maintenance 
yard and how to become a master com- 
poster and will include incites on fu- 
ture trends. A progress report will be 
given on the new state-wide landfill 
ban on yard waste, State Law SB 530. 
Watch for more details in the next 
newsletter. 


Friday, November 13 —A discussion 
of the Earth Summit Meeting in Rio de 


Janeiro, Brazil, which occurred June 1- 
12, 1992. The discussion, hopefully, 
will be led by people who attended the 
Summit and will be held at the Powder 
Valley Nature Center. Watch for more 
details in the next newsletter. 


The Conservation Corner 
by Cliff Ochs 


With this column I begin a two-year 
stint as the new vice-president for con- 
servation of the St. Louis Audubon So- 
ciety. Let me begin by thanking our 
out-going conservation leader, Ron 
Darling, for the terrific work he has 
done in the last year. On top of the 
education and recreation opportunities 
that our St. Louis chapter provides for 
members, we have, under Ron’s leader- 
ship, made great strides toward becom- 
ing more active on the environmental 
front. 

In addition to helping us formulate 
well informed positions regarding ex- 
pansion of the Art Museum into Ken- 
nedy Forest, the Page Avenue 
extension, and other issues of local im- 
portance, Ron spearheaded our first se- 
ries of symposiums dedicated to 
conservation issues. And he is the pri- 
mary organizer for our next sympo- 
sium in September that you can read 
about in this newsletter. Thanks, Ron, 
for your dedication and energy. 

I am hoping to continue and, with 
the help of our membership, expand 
our activities on the conservation front. 
This year is going to be a big one for 
conservation issues on the local, na- 
tional, and international level. On the 
local level, we need to make our 
voices heard on the Art Museum, Page 
Avenue, and other developments 
around St. Louis, which are diminish- 
ing our few remaining areas of wildlife 
habitat. 

On the national front, it seems the 
conservation movement has really 
taken it in the teeth lately with propos- 
als to weaken wetlands protection and 
the Endangered Species Act, industrial 
emissions of pollutants, and removal 
of part of the northwestern old-growth 
forest from protection. The big event 
occurring on the international scale is 
the Earth Summit in Rio, which will 
have just concluded by the time this is 
published. 

Just a few words about the Endan- 
gered Species Act. The ESA has been 
instrumental in saving from extinction 


the California condor, the spotted owl, 
the whooping crane, the black-footed 
ferret, and other animals and plants. 
But in September 1992, funding for 
the act expires. Rep. Gerry Studds (D- 
MAY) has introduced a bill (H.R. 4045) 
to reauthorize and strengthen the ESA. 

H.R. 4045 will improve the effec- 
tiveness of the ESA by (1) helping to in- 
sure deadlines for the development of 
recovery plans for endangered species, 
(2) promoting conservation of whole 
ecosystems so that protection is af- 
forded for entire networks of species, 
(3) making sure that all endangered 
species are properly listed for protec- 
tion, (4) enforcing regulations to pro- 
tect against illegal trade in endangered 
species, and (5) increasing appropria- 
tions for implementation of the ESA 
provisions. 

H.R. 4045 is a strong bill which 
will substantially improve our ability 
to protect endangered species. Cur- 
rently, there are 69 cosponsors to the 
bill. The National Audubon Society is 
working hard to see that it is adopted. 
It is a good time. to write your repre- 
sentatives and ask them to cosponsor 
H.R. 4045, Rep. Studds’ Endangered 
Species Act Amendments of 1992. A 
letter takes just 15 minutes but will 
make you feel good for at least an hour. 


Landfill Bill Passes Senate 


The passage of Senate Bill 829 to 
keep landfills off the boundaries of 
state parks was prompted by two appli- 
cations for solid waste landfill permits 
smack up against Washington State 
Park in Washington County. Nearby 
residents and park supporters through- 
out the state reacted in horror. 

The Department of Natural Re- 
sources had no law to deny a landfill 
just because it threatened the beauty 
and ecology of a state park. Senator 
Danny Staples, Eminence, pushed a 
corrective bill through the Senate. 
Rep. Wayne Crump introduced a simi- 
lar bill, and when the Staples bill was 
cleared by the House Committee on 
State Parks, chaired by Rep. Jerry 


McBride of Phelps County, Crump and 
colleagues worked it through the 
House. 

It went through conference and as 
finally agreed to and passed, it would 
prohibit DNR from permitting a waste 
disposal facility within one mile of a 
state park, within one mile of certain 
areas within the New Madrid seismic 
zone, or within one mile of any city or 
county park of 100 acres or larger. In 
each case, a landfill could be permitted 
if the governing body of the county or 
city approved it. 

The solid waste industry has been 
fighting this bill and will try to per- 
suade Governor John Ashcroft to veto 
it. 

We need to let the governor know 
that SB 829 enjoys widespread public 
support. Write the governor at State 
Capitol, Jefferson City, MO 65101 or 
call his office at (314) 751-3222. The 
govermor has until midnight, July 14, 
to decide whether to sign or veto bills. 

(Article reprinted from Missouri 
Audubon Council Report, May 22, 
1992, by Charlie Callison, Legislative 
Representative.) 


av DUB On 
eBlGAn- 


Solar Brigade 
Needs Your Help 


Don’t forget the new Audubon cam- 
paign called the Solar Brigade, fea- 
tured in an article in the April 
newsletter. If you haven’t received a 
brochure with information and instruc- 
tions yet, contact Cliff Ochs at 776- 
7981. 

The campaign asks people to send 
monthly messages to their utility com- 
panies when they pay their bills that 
say, “We want 10% solar in 10 years.” 
The Solar Brigade intends to create a 
national referendum for the safest and 
cleanest energy available to us—solar. 


The steps to follow in this cam- 
paign are easy: 
1. Insert the message, “We want 10% 
solar electricity in 10 years,” in your 
monthly electricity bill. You may use 
the strips provided in the brochure or 
write the message by hand on a sepa- 
rate piece of paper. 
2. Register by filling in the brochure 
coupon or, if the coupon is missing, by 
writing Solar Brigade, National 
Audubon Society, Dept. AB, 950 Third 
Ave., New York, NY 10022. The utili- 
ties won’t tell us how many people are 
participating. That’s why registration 
is the key to people power! 
3. Tell your friends and neighbors 
about the Solar Brigade. Remember, 
word-of-mouth is key to expanding the 
Solar Brigade. Keep the Solar Brigade 
address in your wallet or purse, so you 
can tell people you recruit how to regis- 
ter. Or, give them the registration and 
24-hour information telephone number 
below. 
4. Call anytime if you want more in- 
formation, to hear the latest count on 
participants, or to become a Solar Bri- 
gade leader: (212) 759-6354. 


Reprinted by permission 
from MO Conservation Dept. 


The Education Corner 
by Mary Dueren 


Education Committee Update 


As I take over the awesome respon- 
sibilities as vice-president for educa- 
tion, I realize I have some big shoes to 
fill as Mary Lou Miller steps down. I 
only hope I can keep up the high stand- 
ards that Mary Lou has brought to this 
position. 

Our ccinmittee will continue trying 
to achieve the goals outlined in St. 
Louis Audubon Society’s Strategic 
Plan: to promote environmental educa- 
tion in 1,000 classrooms in the metro- 
politan area. This is a big goal, and we 
need more help to achieve this goal. 

Help is needed in the form of volun- 
teers—young and young-at-heart, pro- 
fessional and non-professional, and 
especially the education community. 
Our committee will be calling upon 
your help in the future. 


WANTED: 


Children’s nature books in good 
condition. Please contact Mary 
Dueren at 576-1473. 


Birdathon: 
A Novice’s Experience 
by Mary Dueren 


We could not believe the weather 
forecast: frost, possible snow showers, 
and cold! This was April 26, and 
Mary Lou Miller and I were bundled 
up with layers upon layers of clothes 
to stay warm. We set out at 7:30 am 
on that chilly moming with a thermos 


of coffee, binoculars, and field guides, 
resolved to see as much as we could. 

Our first stop was Tower Grove 
Park, where Paul Bauer was leading a 
bird walk. A group of about 15 people 
set Out to see what was in the park. De- 
Spite the cold, we saw quite a few 
birds, including a scarlet tanager and a 
rose-breasted grosbeak. 

After two hours and a growing list, 
we headed for Busch Wildlife Area in 
St. Charles County. As we pulled into 
the parking lot, a hunter was coming 
out of the lodge with a turkey over his 
shoulder. Mary Lou and I asked each 
other, “Dead or alive—do we count 
it??”” We decided to include the wild 
turkey; I had never heard whether or 
not dead or alive mattered. (We will 
have that issue settled by next year’s 
Birdathon). 

Our trek continued farther north af- 
ter lunch to Marais Temps Claire Wild- 
life Area, where we added even more 
to our list: a homed lark, a great blue 
heron, and others. On our way to the 
Riverlands Wildlife Area, we spotted 
some more water fowl in a farmer’s 
pond, and with a lot of searching in 
our field guides, we came to the con- 
clusion that this was a northern shov- 
eler. I hope that farmer didn’t think we 
were crazy for blocking his driveway 
while we watched his pond visitor. 

The Riverlands gave us our greatest 
challenge; it took us about 30 minutes 
to realize we were watching American 
coots courting in one of the ponds. We 
just kept looking through the field 
guides and finally found the coot—not 
listed with other water fowl (to our ex- 
asperation)! 

Our list had now surpassed the 50 
species mark, but we wanted to see 
more!! We left the Riverlands area, 
headed to the Audubon Education Cen- 
ter, and were rewarded with about 7 ad- 


ditional species. It was now 5:30 pm, 
and we were not ready to give up yet. 
Some of our “inside sources” had in- 
formed us that there were black swans 
at Barnes West County Hospital. On- 
ward!! The swans were probably the 
most exotic find for our list. 

Now it was time to head back to my 
house. When we pulled in the drive- 
way, our 11-hour Birdathon had cov- 
ered some 206 miles! AND we were 
not finished yet! While we warmed up 
in front of the fireplace, a little cow- 
bird landed under my feeder—the last 
addition to our list. 

The end of our cold day tallied 59 
different species and close to $900 in 
anticipated donations!! Next year, our 
sights will be set higher; we already 
know how much fun we had! 


Wild Bird Trade 
Kills Members of 
Newly Discovered Species 


A bird species previously unknown 
to science may remain a mystery as a 
result of international pet trade abuse. 

According to a recent report by the 
Animal Welfare Institute and the Envi- 
ronmental Investigation Agency, two 
of four birds of the species—believed 
to be related to the bishop, an African 
bird—were found dead in an ex- 
porter’s cage in Dar Es Salaam, Tanza- 
nia. The other two died two days later. 

Pressure to stop imports of wild- 
caught birds is on the rise. Sixty air- 
lines, including every U.S. carrier, will 
no longer ship wild-caught birds. In 
addition, two states—New York and 
New Jersey—ban the sale of wild- 
caught birds. The U.S. House of Rep- 
resentatives Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation and the Environment 
Subcommittee currently is considering 
two bills on the matter, one (H.R. 
2540) that would ban imports of all 
wild-caught exotic species, and an- 
other (H.R. 2541) that would call fora 
5-year phase out of such imports. 

(Article reprinted from the Izaak Wal- 

ton League Outdoor Ethics newsletter, 
Spring 1992.) 


New Way to Detect 
Lyme Disease 


During the 
summer months, 
Lyme disease is of 
heightened con- 
cem. The infec- 
tion is spread by 
tick bites in both 
humans and ani- 
mals. 

Of those infected with Lyme dis- 
ease, roughly 10 percent develop men- 
ingitis, which is an inflammation of 
the brain or spinal cord. Over a third 
of Lyme patients may become victims 
of lesser neurologic disorders. 

Lyme disease has in the past been 
misdiagnosed as multiple sclerosis or 
other diseases. But anew DNA test de- 
signed by a team of medical re- 
searchers from several universities 
may soon lead to more accurate diag- 
noses. 

(Article reprinted from Good 
Health Digest, June 1992, a publica- 
tion of the MO Conservation Dept.) 


Species Updates 


The following is a list of three spe- 
cies that are on the road to recovery, 
thanks largely to the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act, and three others that still 
teeter on the brink. 


On the Road: 

1. Red Wolf. Once extinct in the wild, 
the red wolf has been reintroduced to 
eastern North Carolina and in Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park. 


2. Black-footed Ferret. Once thought 
to be extinct, the ferret was reintro- 
duced into the wild in Wyoming last 
fall. 


3. Peregrine Falcon. It has been suc- 
cessfully reintroduced not only in the 
wild but in many American cities. 


On the Brink: 

1. Florida Panther. Once ranging 
throughout the Southeast, only 30 to 
50 remain, in southern Florida. Spe- 
cies suffered declines because of habi- 
tat loss, accidental road kills, and 
persecution by humans. 


2.. Kemp’s Ridley Sea Turtle. De- 
clined from 42,000 nesting females to 
about 400 because of beachfront devel- 


opment, pollution, and entanglement in 
shrimp nets. 


3. Mexican Gray Wolf. Extinct in the 
wild in the U.S. and probably Mexico. 
Fewer than 40 survive in zoos in the 
US. 

(Article reprinted from Audubon 
Activist, May 1992.) 


The Ultimate Bird Guide 


The “Audubon Backyard Birding” 
CD-I (Compact Disc Interactive) will 
be available in local stores late this 
summer. 

Developed by Audubon, Phillips, 
and Crawford Communications, the 
disc contains superb photos, descrip- 
tions, voices, and animated seasonal 
range maps of more than 100 North 
American birds. The disc offers an on- 
line checklist and tips on landscaping 
to attract birds. You can even select 
photographs for a customized slide 
show. 

The disc can be used with a stand- 
ard CD-I player hooked to your televi- 
sion set or carried into the field with 
the portable player. 

(Article reprinted from NAS Chap- 
ter Networker, Spring 1992.) 


ST. LOUIS AUDUBON SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


Check the membership category desired: New 


Introductory/$20 
Sustaining/$50 
Sr. Citizen Family/$23 


_____ Renewal 


____Individual/$35 
Supporting/$100 


Family/$40 
Sr. Citizen/$21 


State Zip Code 


Make membership checks payable to: 
NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 


Send application to: ' 
Mrs. Katherine Chambers, Membership Chairman 
St. Louis Audubon Society 7XCH 

7024 Forsyth 

St. Louis, MO 63105 ST. 


If you wish to make a donation to the local 
chapter, please write a separate check to: 
LOUIS AUDUBON SOCIETY 


Officers 1992-93 


Bill Salsgiver 

Mary Dueren 

Cliff Ochs 

Ron Coleman 

Dave Ulmer 

Arthur Montgomery 


President 
VP-Education 
VP-Conservation 
VP-Finance 
Treasurer 
Secretary 


Board of Directors 


Howard Adams 
John Blake 

Bill Brandhorst 
James Campbell 
Jerry Castillon 
Barbara Cordes 
Don Davis 
Karen Hailer 
Jim Holsen 
Jerry Miller 
Dave Pierce 
Robert Remmert 
Carol Sutherland 
Terry Whaley 
Mike Zeloski 


Other Chairpeople/Coordinators 


Katherine Chambers Membership 

Janice Patton Library 

Vi Pinkerton Flowers (condolences, etc.) 
Nick Staten Video & Slide Library/Posters 


St. Louis Audubon Society 
Audubon Education Center 

389 Lewis Road 

Crescent, Missouri 63018 
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Newsletter Information 

The St. Louis Audubon 
Society’s Newsletter is printed bi- 
monthly on recycled paper with soy- 
bean ink. No staples are used so as to 
make the newsletter more easily recy- 
clable. Printing is done by Dolde Print- 
ing Co., 1350 Lonedell Rd., Amold, 
MO 63010. 

Please send any article submissions 
for the next edition by August 1 to 
Karen Tylka, 24 Anawood Dr., Amold, 
MO 63010 (H# 296-1419). 


225-1490 
576-1473 
776-7981 
458-3688 
394-1686 
862-3517 


821-5160 
725-3480 
965-7269 
961-3236 
391-7586 
832-6051 
773-8249 
227-5693 
822-0410 
389-3969 
434-1651 
522-3718 
1-629-3968 
938-5386 
227-7754 


863-9346 
961-1545 
394-0953 


821-5560 Our Phone Number 


To contact the St. Louis Audubon 
Society, please call (314) 938-6123. 
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